ISSN (Print): 2717-4484 - ISSN (Online): 2717-4492
Research Paper

Investigating and explaining the relationship  between
infrastructural, technical and equipment barriers with the correct and
optimal use of students' social network (Shad) from the point of view of
school administrators in Doroud city

Mansour Torkiantabar @ *
1. Department of Business Management, ShQ. C., Islamic Azad University, Shahr-e Qods, Iran.

OIS | Abstract
@ BY NG Introduction and Obijective: This study was conducted with the aim of
Article Info: knowing the relationship between infrastructural, technical and equipment

Received: 2023/04/17
Accepted: 2023/7/19
PP: 12

Use your device to scan and
read the article online:

10.22098/AEL.2023.12
822.1269

Keywords:

Student Social Network
(Shad) Infrastructure
Barriers Technical Barriers
Equipment Barriers.

barriers with the correct and optimal use of students' social networks
(SHAD) from the perspective of school administrators in Dorud city.
Research Methodology: The present study is a descriptive-survey type of
correlation. The statistical population of the study includes 116 school
administrators in Dorud city. Due to the limitation of the statistical
population, the census method was used and all members of the statistical
population were studied. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to
collect the data required for the study. The reliability of the questionnaire
was estimated at 82/. based on the Cronbach's alpha coefficient formula. For
analyzing the collected data, frequency, percentage and mean were used in
the descriptive statistics section, and in the inferential statistics section, the
Pearson and Kolmogorov-Smirnov correlation coefficients were used to
determine the normality of the data. SPSS 26 statistical software was used
to analyze the data.

Findings: The research findings showed that from the perspective of school
administrators in Dorud city, there is a positive and significant relationship
between infrastructure barriers (0.545), technical barriers (0.489) and
equipment barriers (0.551) with the correct and optimal use of the students'
social network (SHAD.(

Discussion and Conclusion: Without a doubt, paying attention to and
strengthening technical and equipment infrastructure can play an important
and undeniable role in using and benefiting as much as possible from the
students' social network (SHAD).
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Investigating and explaining the relationship between infrastructural, technical and equipment barriers with the correct and
optimal use of students' social network (Shad) from the point of view of school administrators in Doroud city

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Today's world, a world of great changes, has created new and significant capacities in the scope of human
knowledge and has created tools that have changed the nature of work and life and have led to widespread
changes in all educational, social and economic areas of humanity. Information and knowledge are changing
rapidly, and the teaching and learning process is changing, as is the management of schools. The use of
educational technology and electronic content can lead to the development of the quality of education, the
expansion of learning opportunities and the availability of education. Emphasis on the use of educational
technology can lead to the acquisition of the knowledge and skills needed to function effectively in today's
world. (Hasni Jafari & Abbasi, 2019). Today, with the development of the Internet and its expansion at different
levels of human life, and the abundance of access to digital facilities and devices supporting it, including mobile
phones, computers, laptops, etc., education and teaching and learning methods have been influenced by the
Internet and the virtual space that emerged from it. Cyberspace is distinguished from other media by its digital
nature, virtual memory, interactivity, hypertext, and decentralization. In addition, it should be added that
cyberspace is a double-edged sword that can have both positive functions and play an effective role in creating
negative contexts. Leadership in educational organizations is of particular importance due to the impact of
education on the progress of societies. The concentration of research on the role of school leadership in the
effectiveness of educational centers has led to the emergence of a rich literature and background to explain the
importance and role of leadership in schools (Shafiee et al, 2024). Without effective and successful leadership,
schools in the country will not be able to improve and improve their performance and accountability for their
increasing responsibilities. Achieving the goals of schools and, consequently, achieving the goals of the
education system, requires special attention to school principals, especially their leadership role. The
effectiveness of school principals also depends on playing the role of leadership effectively and successfully
(Mohammadizadeh, Seif, 2021). According to the existing evidence, the (Shad) educational network faces issues
and problems that require researchers to conduct various studies to identify its capabilities and shortcomings and
to provide practical solutions to help those involved in the country's educational system strengthen this network
and eliminate its shortcomings. Therefore, and considering what has been said, this study seeks to answer the
following question: From the perspective of school administrators in Dorud County, what is the relationship
between infrastructural, technical, and equipment barriers and the correct and optimal use of the (Shad) students'
social network?

Methodology:

This study was conducted with the aim of knowing the relationship between infrastructural, technical and
equipment barriers with the correct and optimal use of the social network of students (SHAD) from the
perspective of school administrators in Dorud city. The research method is a descriptive-survey type of
correlation. The statistical population of the study includes 116 school administrators in Dorud city, which due
to the limitation of the statistical population, the census method was used and all members of the statistical
population were studied. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to collect the required data. This
questionnaire contains 18 items to measure and evaluate infrastructural barriers, technical barriers and
equipment barriers. The reliability of the questionnaire was estimated at 82/. based on the Cronbach's alpha
coefficient formula. In analyzing the collected data, frequency, percentage and mean were used in the
descriptive statistics section, and in the inferential statistics section, Pearson and Kolmogorov-Smirnov
correlation coefficients were used to determine the normality of the data. SPSS26 statistical software was also
used to analyze the data.

Results:

This study aimed to find out the relationship between infrastructural, technical, and equipment barriers with the
correct and optimal use of students' social networks (SHAD) from the perspective of school administrators in
Dorud County, using a descriptive-survey correlational method. The test of the first research hypothesis that
there is a relationship between infrastructural barriers with the correct and optimal use of students' social
networks (SHAD) showed that from the perspective of school administrators in Dorud County, there is a
significant positive relationship between infrastructural barriers and the correct and optimal use of students'
social networks (SHAD).The test of the second research hypothesis that there is a relationship between technical
limitations with the correct and optimal use of students' social networks (SHAD) showed that from the
perspective of school administrators in Dorud County, there is a significant positive relationship between the

two variables under study.The result of the test of the third sub-hypothesis of the study that there is a

relationship between equipment barriers with the correct and optimal use of students' social networks (SHAD)
showed that from the perspective of school administrators in Dorud County, there is a significant positive
relationship between these two variables.
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The results of this study were consistent with Bastan, Barghak & Barghak (2021), (Sadeghi Mehr, Khalafian
Nahsafian, Shanki Bavarsad) (2021), Bayanfar, Sadeghi, Asadi (2020), Azizi Shamami, Izadi, Babaeyan (2020),

and Sekakubo, Suleman & Marsden (2011).

Discussion and conclusion:

In Iran, e-learning, the concrete example of which is the social network of students (Shad), which was also
studied in this research, faces numerous challenges and obstacles that practically make it difficult to achieve the
desired results in non-face-to-face education, that is, virtual and electronic education. The lack of technical
infrastructure, the lack of facilities and equipment required for the complete establishment of e-learning, the lack
of attention to the necessary training in the field of teacher empowerment, and the lack of full awareness of
families about the nature of e-learning have caused what is intended and desired by those involved and planners
of the educational system to not be provided properly, which is a factor that poses problems for the e-learning
system. The social network for students (Shad), which was used to replace in-person education in schools across
the country shortly after the outbreak of the coronavirus in March 2019, despite all the efforts that have been
made so far to address some of its shortcomings and inadequacies, still faces obstacles and problems that were
mentioned in this study and similar studies, the results of some of which have been referred to, which requires
that policymakers and curriculum planners pay more attention to resolving these problems. Given the findings
of this study, it is necessary for the Ministry of Education to allocate sufficient funds to ensure that
infrastructure facilities, including easy and free access to the Internet, increase bandwidth, especially in deprived
areas, and consequently provide equal use of this network for all students. It is necessary for the designers of the
social network for students (Shad) to take measures so that, technically, there is no problem in accessing and
using this network in conditions of high Internet traffic across the country. Accordingly, the government needs
to provide the necessary equipment to support this network better and more efficiently, through a separate
budget allocation, so that it can be used by all users, especially teachers and students.
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