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student rights, the degree of adherence to student rights, and providing the
basis for their realization in practice, is a less studied field in Iran's
education. This research was designed with the aim of providing a
delineation of the narratives of principals about student rights.

research methodology: The phenomenography qualitative research
method was used to answer the above basic questions. The participants were
defined using the purposeful sampling method, and then they were
identified by the snowball method and invited to an interview. The data
were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews with 20
principal and analyzed using the content analysis.

Findings: The findings showed that although principals are generally aware
of student rights and accept them, in practice they have many issues in
realizing them. Among them is the conflict between the individual rights of
students and the social requirements of the school, the incompatibility of the
educational system with the diverse needs of students, the inequality in
access to facilities, the incompatibility of evaluation methods with the needs
of the new generation, the shortcomings of the educational system in
meeting health needs, and the gap between equality and Inclusion in
education pointed out. Conclusion: These inconsistencies are mainly rooted
in the social context and the structure of the educational system, in addition
to the weakness of managers' training, such as budget restrictions,
cumbersome laws, and lack of coordination between institutions. Therefore,
the sustainable realization of student rights requires the active participation
of all education stakeholders in educational policies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Rapid changes in society highlight the importance of education in guiding change and
developing individuals adaptable to the social environment. The United Nations Charter,
emphasizing the importance of the schooling period, explicitly states that this period forms
the moral, intellectual, and social foundations of individuals. (United Nations, 2022). In this
regard, it is essential to pay attention to students' rights and observance in educational
environments. However, fundamental questions remain about school administrators'
awareness of student rights and their interpretation of these rights. The present study
examines the perceptions and attitudes school administrators have about student rights and
how they implement these concepts in practice. Student rights include a wide range of
individual and social rights, including access to free education, academic security, freedom of
expression, and the preservation of human dignity (Ghahremani, 2021). These rights have
been widely considered in international and domestic law; Including the adoption of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989, which specifically addressed the issue of
student rights (Rasouli & Noori, 2019). Given the importance of these rights in the personal

and social growth and development of students, many studies have been conducted in this
field; these studies have shown that school administrators’ awareness of students’ rights
improves the educational environment and students’ motivation to learn, and has a positive
impact on their social and mental health (Tibbits, 2010; George et al., 2019). On the other
hand, ignoring students’ rights can have serious negative effects, including truancy and
psychological problems (Smith Khan et al., 2018; Van Asselt et al., 2023). In this study, the
importance of school administrators” awareness and their ability to implement these rights in
the school environment is examined. Also, the results of various studies show that the
awareness of parents and school officials about students' rights is the basis for the
development of their talents (George et al., 2019). By increasing the knowledge of
administrators, schools as educational institutions will be able to create a safe, appropriate,
and healthy environment for students (Najafi, 2023). This study emphasizes the importance
of raising awareness among school administrators about students' rights and states that lack of
awareness can lead to violations of students' rights and the resulting social harm. Finally, this
study points to the key role of educational leaders in creating a human rights-based
environment in schools and strengthening legal awareness among students and teachers.

Methodology:
The present study aims to investigate the understanding and interpretation of school

principals of "student rights" qualitatively using the phenomenography method and is placed
in the interpretive paradigm. The purpose of phenomenographic studies is to represent
participants' perceptions of a specific phenomenon and is based on the assumption that
different people can have different experiences or interpretations of a phenomenon.
Therefore, as a method to understand the lived experience of school principals of student
rights, the researcher seeks to discover, describe, and represent the narratives of principals. In
this study, purposive and criterion-based sampling was conducted and participants were
identified as snowballs. In-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted with 20 school
principals and the interviews were terminated after reaching theoretical saturation. In the
implementation phase, a 5-minute clip containing images and short videos from schools was
shown to provide a common ground for discussion. The data were recorded and stored in
audio form in line with the research ethics guidelines. After that, the interviews were
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carefully transcribed and analyzed using content analysis. To ensure the data, the transcripts
of the interviews were returned to the participants and final approval was given. Then, the
data were analyzed using theoretical coding, and similar codes were grouped into categories,
and the main phenomena were extracted. These phenomena were the administrators'
narratives of students' rights. The data analysis process was carried out continuously to

carefully uncover the phenomena hidden in the data. .
Research Methodology Overview

Research Orientation Applied- Fundamental
Research Approach Qualitative
Research Method Phenomenography
Research Paradigm Interpretivism
Data Gathering Semi-Structured Interview
Sampling Purposeful

Results:

The collected and analyzed data show that school administrators in Dezful pay attention to
11 important and fundamental points in interpreting student rights as follows: 1. Conditional
freedom of expression 2. A clear violation of students' privacy 3. Respect for students' dignity
and personality 4. Decrepit and undesirable educational infrastructure 5. Limitations in
comprehensive and inclusive education of sexual issues 6. The gap between curriculum and
education 7. Life skills and citizenship rights 8. Unequal distribution of extracurricular
opportunities in schools 9. Transparency and participation in the educational evaluation
process 10. Inefficient educational system in material and moral support for students 11.
Imbalance of educational justice for students of nationalities and minorities. They also
categorize these points as related phenomena. Then, after reviewing the data, the initial
concepts and core categories were placed together based on the logic of semantic similarity of
identical core categories and in the form of phenomenology, the main phenomena in the field
of administrators' interpretation of student rights were extracted, which include: 1. Students'
rights, an educational luxury good 2. Students' rights, a forbidden zone of education 3.
Students' rights, victims of financial issues 4. Students' rights are lost in the evaluation system
5. Students' rights are the professional responsibility of teachers and administrators.
Discussion and conclusion:

The study results of school principals' narratives of student rights show that the
understanding and interpretation of these rights vary among principals, and these differences
range from "outside my control™ to "my professional duty.” Although principals generally
have a relative awareness of student rights and accept them, in practice they face challenges
such as the conflict between students' rights and the social requirements of the school,
inequality in access to facilities, and the incompatibility of assessment methods with the
needs of the new generation. These problems are mainly caused by structural obstacles such
as budget constraints and cumbersome laws. Although schools try to respect students' rights,
solving these root problems requires a systemic and coordinated approach at the macro level.
Also, in today's world, students are widely aware of their rights and benefit from them,
including their rights to tests, educational programs, and exam conditions. However, what is
often overlooked is the generational needs of students that require more attention.
Accordingly, the need to consider student rights as a key principle in educational policies is
emphasized, and to achieve this goal, it is essential to adopt coordinated and comprehensive
approaches.
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