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Identifying factors affecting academic ethics in school: a qualitative approach

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Ethics is the knowledge that regulates the communication behavior patterns of individuals and organizations
towards themselves and others. It is also a systematic knowledge that deals with intrapersonal, interpersonal and
extrapersonal communication behavior patterns based on will and reason and is based on respecting the rights of
both parties (Basiri Moghadam et al, 2024).

Investigating the factors affecting academic success has always been one of the concerns of researchers in the
educational system and higher education. Among the ethical and value factors related to academic success, the
role of academic ethics can be mentioned (Ghasemi & Miri, 2023). Academic ethics is the ethical principles
through which an individual puts values, including avoiding cheating, plagiarism, observing and adhering to
ethical standards, honesty and accuracy in research and publication, at the forefront of his/her work in academic-
scientific matters (Head, 2020). Academic ethics also refers to adherence to ethical standards, including relying
on personal efforts rather than the efforts of others, avoiding laziness, and resorting to unethical methods in
completing assignments and exams (Berad, 2019). In fact, academic ethics, in a completely specific way,
includes adherence to and adherence to values such as non-cheating, relying on personal effort and effort in
achieving academic achievements, observing honesty, integrity, and following human and moral teachings to
acquire knowledge and science. Academic ethics also refers to values such as honesty, relying on personal
effort, not abusing the efforts of others, altruistic behavior, and respecting the dignity and respect of others
(Buchanan et al, 2022). Finally, academic ethics examines ethical values in the education and teaching
environment and includes considering issues related to punishment and encouragement, behavior management,
processes related to moral order and freedom, and responsibilities, intellectual independence, and
trustworthiness (Abdolmaleki et al, 2021).

Therefore, considering that academic civic behaviors and interaction between students in educational institutions
affect their work behaviors and on the other hand, academic ethics is the most important determining factor in
student behavior. By identifying the influential factors, ethical crises in the field of education can be identified
and, given its importance and consequences, a positive step towards academic ethics can be taken by changing
the educational and ethical approach. Therefore, the present study identifies the factors affecting educational
ethics with a qualitative approach.

Methodology:

This study was conducted using a qualitative research method with a grounded theory approach with the aim of
identifying factors affecting academic ethics. This approach is used to study processes, to explain and explain
actions, or to explain and explain interactions (Creswell, 2012). The research population in the qualitative
section was educational experts, experts, and teachers. Given the basic and underlying assumptions of the
qualitative approach in the research, the number of samples was not determined before the research was
conducted, and the sampling process continued until information saturation was achieved. Since the sample
selected for the study includes experts, in this study, an attempt was first made to identify and select the main
experts through purposive sampling and an accessible and easy sampling strategy, and then a larger number of
experts were selected through snowball sampling (Auerbach & Silverstein, 2003). Accordingly, 17 experts were
interviewed in a semi-depth manner. It is worth mentioning that data saturation was achieved in the seventeenth
interview. In order to collect data, a semi-structured in-depth interview was used. Before sending the interview
protocol, the interview questions were reviewed by three academic experts and after applying their corrective
comments, the interview questions were formulated. In the next step, to ensure the validity of the interview, a
pilot interview was conducted with two of the participants and the results of this interview led to the correction
of the final interview questions (Merriam, 2009). The interview implementation process was as follows: before
the interview began, a summary of the research design, the results of the research background review, along
with the objectives and research questions were sent to the interviewees via email for study and initial
preparation, and at the beginning of the interview session, a brief explanation was given about the work done,
then the interview questions were proposed and the interview process was carried out. Strauss & Corbin's (1998)
open, axial, and selective coding system was used to analyze the data. In the open coding stage, the interview
texts were first carefully examined to find conceptual propositions. A total of 79 primary codes were identified
and extracted. In the axial coding stage, based on the semantic similarity of the primary codes and also with the
help of research literature, the identified primary codes were reduced to 52 codes and 9 subcategories. In the
selective coding stage, the identified categories were divided into 3 main and general categories.

Results:
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To answer the research question, the necessary data were collected through documentary study and semi-
structured interviews with the participants in the study. The collected data were analyzed using coding method
and the results of data analysis are presented in Table 1. As Table 1 shows, intra-school factors (human
resources, educational leadership and educational programs), structural factors (school culture, school
management and technology and media) and environmental factors (family factors, cultural and social factors
and psychological and emotional support) are the factors affecting academic ethics in school. Also, in Figure
(6), the qualitative framework of academic ethics is drawn in the form of a diagram. This image is the result of
selective coding of the joint data of interviews with experts and scholars in this study.

Discussion and conclusion

Academic ethics is one of the most important and fundamental aspects of education that plays a vital role in
shaping the individual and collective success of students. The importance of academic ethics is not limited to
creating a healthy environment for learning, but this concept also forms the basis for sustainable progress in
societies. The present study was conducted with the aim of identifying factors affecting academic ethics in
schools with a qualitative approach. For this purpose, after analyzing the data obtained from interviews with 16
participants in the study, 52 codes were obtained. Considering their semantic commonalities, they were
classified into 9 similar concepts and finally 3 main categories including: intra-school factors (human resources,
educational leadership and educational programs), structural factors (school culture, school management and
technology and media) and environmental factors (family factors, cultural and social factors and psychological
and emotional support) were identified as factors affecting academic ethics in schools.
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