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Introduction:

Universities play a pivotal role in unlocking human potential by fostering academic and social progress through
well-designed curricula, supportive social environments, and meaningful interactions (Byrd, 2007). The
advancement of nations depends on nurturing competent individuals and leveraging their talents, with students
being valuable assets who require careful educational planning (Setoudeh-Asl et al., 2018). Psychological
capital, as an intangible resource, focuses on positive attributes such as hope, optimism, resilience, and self-
efficacy, serving as a competitive advantage that enhances individual and organizational performance (Luthans,
2007; Diaz-Fernandez et al., 2017).

A creative educational climate, encompassing elements like challenge, freedom, idea support, trust, debate, low
conflict, risk-taking, dynamism, and playfulness, fosters intrinsic motivation and self-regulated learning, while
the social structure of the classroom can enhance students’ creativity and psychological security (Ekvall, 1996).
Research highlights a positive link between a creative educational climate and psychological capital, confirming
its impact on creative performance, innovative behavior, and achievement motivation (Huang, & Luthans,
2015). Given the scarcity of specific studies in this area, this research explores students’ perceptions of
professors’ creative educational climate and its role in shaping their psychological capital.

Materials and Methods:

This study was descriptive and correlational in nature, aimed at examining the relationship between creative
educational atmosphere and students' psychological capital. Correlational research allows researchers to analyze
and examine the relationships between different variables without the need to manipulate or alter experimental
conditions. The target population for this research included all students from the fields of midwifery, nursing,
and paramedicine at Lorestan University of Medical Sciences, with a total number of 507 students. A cluster
random sampling method was used for sampling. In this method, different groups (clusters) from the target
population are selected, and then students are randomly chosen from each group. According to Cochran's
formula for sample size determination, 151 students were selected as the sample for this study. The data
collection tools included two standardized questionnaires: the first was Luthans' (2007) Psychological Capital
Questionnaire, which evaluates various dimensions of psychological capital, and the second was the Creative
Educational Atmosphere Scale by Mohebi Amin and colleagues (2013), which assesses students' perceptions of
the creative characteristics of their learning environment and instruction.

Findings:

The findings of this study indicated that there were no significant differences in students' perceptions of the
creative educational atmosphere across different fields of study (nursing, midwifery, anesthesia, and operating
room). This suggests that students’ perceptions of the creative teaching environment and its characteristics were
similar across these fields, and no significant differences were observed. This could imply a certain level of
consistency in the way education is delivered and the educational atmosphere is created in these disciplines.
However, significant differences were found regarding the scores on the dimensions of creative teaching among
the different fields of study. Specifically, regarding students' confidence and trust, the results showed that
nursing students had higher levels of trust and confidence in the educational processes compared to midwifery
students. This difference might be related to the individual characteristics of the fields or the specific challenges
faced by students in each discipline, which may influence their attitudes toward the learning environment.
Furthermore, in terms of psychological capital, the results showed no significant overall differences in the
psychological capital dimensions across the different fields of study. However, when examining the scores
within specific psychological capital dimensions, significant differences were found. Notably, anesthesia
students exhibited higher levels of hope compared to nursing students. This finding could be related to the
distinct educational structures and challenges faced by students in these fields, which might impact their sense
of hope.

Finally, a positive and significant relationship was found between the creative educational atmosphere and
various dimensions of psychological capital. This suggests that a creative educational atmosphere, as a
motivating factor, can have a positive impact on students' psychological capital. In other words, an educational
environment that is creative and supportive can contribute to the enhancement of hope, self-confidence,
resilience, and other positive psychological traits in students.

Conclusion:

The results of this study indicate that a creative educational atmosphere and creative teaching methods can
significantly impact students' psychological capital. These factors help strengthen various psychological traits,
such as hope, self-confidence, and resilience, and ultimately contribute to students' academic performance and
success. Specifically, creating an educational environment where students feel safe, motivated, and engaged can
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strengthen their positive psychological traits and help them progress academically. Overall, it is recommended
that educational programs at universities, especially at medical universities, pay more attention to fostering and
enhancing a creative educational atmosphere. This approach could guide students toward psychological growth

and development, while also improving educational quality and academic success.
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