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: Abstract

i Background and Objective: The present study was conducted with the aim of evaluating the professional
: competencies of graduates of Farhangian University in East Azerbaijan Province from the perspective of
: school principals.

: research methodology: The present study was conducted using a quantitative approach and a
: descriptive—survey research design. The instrument was the 48-item ‘Professional Competence of
! Farhangian University Graduates” questionnaire (Ghasemzadeh Alishahi, Samadi, Hosseinizad Eskandar,
: 2025).The content validity of the instrument was confirmed by experts, and its reliability was verified using
i Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. The statistical population consisted of all Farhangian University Graduates in
i East Azerbaijan Province during the 2024-2025 academic year. Based on the Morgan table and using
: simple random sampling, 337 participants were selected. Data were analyzed using the one-sample t-test
: and the Friedman ranking test.

! Findings: : The results of the one-sample t-test indicated that the mean scores of all dimensions of
i professional competence of Farhangian University graduates were above the theoretical average (3) and at a
: desirable level (p < 0/001). Furthermore, the results of the Friedman test revealed a significant difference
i among the dimensions (x> = 395/607, p < 0/001); “cultural-social competence” ranked first with a mean
: rank of 4/22, whereas “innovative—technological competence” ranked lowest with a mean rank of 2/25. The
: mean scores of the other components were as follows: 'Research-Developmental Competence' (2.50),
: 'Educational-Pedagogical Competence' (3.90), 'Organizational-Institutional Competence' (4.01), and
: 'Internal-Value Competence' (4.12)."

i Conclusion: The findings of this study can be considered by policymakers of the teacher education system
: and can encourage educational leaders to provide the ground for balanced development of all dimensions of
: professional competence through strengthening professional competence. Moreover, it can increase the
i motivation of authorities to revise educational priorities and encourage Farhangian University instructors to
i pay more attention to the neglected dimensions (especially Innovative-Technological Competence) in the
process of training student-teachers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

At the global level, the quality of education has received considerable attention from policymakers and
researchers as a fundamental component of human and social development. As the principal actors in the
teaching—learning process, teachers play a decisive role in shaping students’ knowledge, attitudes, and abilities.
The quality of any educational system therefore depends largely on the competence, dedication, and
professional development of its teachers (Rezaee & Muosapoor, 2017). Recent research highlights the influence
of teachers’ professional interactions and role modeling on students and colleagues (Theys, Vanderlinde, &
Clycq, 2025). Longitudinal studies also emphasize the importance of novice teachers’ participation in
professional learning communities in developing their capabilities (Kang, 2025). Similarly, the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD, 2024) emphasizes the importance of teachers’ characteristics
and professional development in improving student learning. Evaluation is an essential mechanism for
determining the extent to which organizational objectives have been achieved (Mirkamali, 2013). It involves
systematic judgments about the effectiveness of organizational services and performance (Khalifeh Soltani &
Rahmani, 2020). In education, evaluating teachers’ performance contributes to improving instructional quality,
strengthening recruitment and promotion practices, and advancing professional knowledge (Kiani & Navidinia,
Momenian, 2011; Ingvarson et al., 2013). Teachers’ professional competence is a multidimensional concept
encompassing the knowledge, attitudes, and skills required to perform professional responsibilities effectively.
While knowledge and skills constitute teacher competence, their application in the classroom relates to teaching
performance (Coker & Medley, 1980). Professional competence also reflects teachers’ roles as researchers and
reflective practitioners (Fachrurrazi, 2017) and can be developed through education and experience (Najafi et
al., 2018). Furthermore, professional qualification depends on acquiring the competencies necessary for
effective professional practice (Hajforoush & Khaleghi, 2021). Accordingly, evaluating the professional
competencies of Farhangian University graduates can provide insights into their strengths and areas requiring
further development.

Methodology

This applied study employed a quantitative approach and a descriptive-survey design. The statistical population
consisted of Farhangian University graduates employed in schools across East Azerbaijan Province during the
2024-2025 academic year. Because accurate statistics on the total number of eligible graduates were
unavailable, the population was considered unlimited. Based on the Krejcie and Morgan table, 337 participants
were selected through simple random sampling. School principals completed the questionnaires to evaluate the
professional competencies of Farhangian University graduates working in their schools. Data were collected
using a 48-item questionnaire entitled Evaluation of the Professional Competencies of Farhangian University
Graduates in East Azerbaijan Province (Ghasemzadeh Alishahi, Samadi, & Hosseinizad Eskandar, 2025). The
questionnaire used a five-point Likert scale and measured six dimensions: educational-pedagogical, intrinsic—
value, innovative—technological, research—-development, cultural-social, and organizational-institutional
competence. Experts in education reviewed the instrument to establish face and content validity. Its overall
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was 0.87, indicating acceptable internal consistency. The alpha coefficients for the
six dimensions ranged from 0.70 to 0.90.Questionnaires were distributed in person and electronically through
the Shad application because some schools were temporarily closed during data collection. Participation was
voluntary, and respondents’ information was kept confidential. Data were analyzed using SPSS version 22.
Descriptive statistics, including means and standard deviations, were calculated. A one-sample t-test was used to
assess each competence dimension against the theoretical midpoint of 3, while the Friedman test was employed
to rank the six dimensions. The significance level was set at 0.05.

Results

The findings indicated that all six dimensions of the professional competencies of Farhangian University
graduates were rated above the theoretical midpoint of 3. The mean scores suggested that the graduates
demonstrated desirable levels of competence across the dimensions examined. The Friedman test revealed
statistically significant differences in the relative rankings of the six dimensions (y*> = 395.607, p < .001, N =
337).

As presented in Table 1, Cultural-Social Competence ranked first, with a mean rank of 4.22, followed by
Intrinsic-Value Competence (4.12) and Organizational-Institutional Competence (4.01). Educational—
Developmental Competence ranked fourth (3.90), while Research—Development Competence ranked fifth
(2.50). Innovative—Technological Competence received the lowest mean rank (2.25) The descriptive findings
further showed that Cultural-Social Competence had an overall mean score of 4.05 (SD = 0.52), while

Intrinsic-Value Competence had a mean score of 4.10 (SD = 0.52). In contrast, Innovative—Technological
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‘Competence had a comparatively lower mean score of 3.61 (SD = 0.72). Notably, the item concerning the
practical application of artificial intelligence received a mean score of 2.98, indicating a potential area for
improvement. Research—Development Competence also showed room for further development, particularly in
research and professional knowledge production.

Overall, the findings highlight relative strengths in the cultural-social and value-based dimensions of
professional competence, alongside comparatively weaker performance in innovative—technological and
research—development competencies.

Table 18. Ranking of the Research Dimensions Based on the Friedman Test

Rank Mean Rank Research Dimensions

1 4/22 Cultural-Social Competence

2 4/12 Intrinsic—Value Competence

3 4/01 Organizational-Institutional
Competence

4 3/90 Educational-Developmental
Competence

5 2/50 Research—Development
Competence

6 2/25 Innovative-Technological
Competence

Discussion and conclusion
The findings indicate that the overall professional competence of Farhangian University graduates in East

Azerbaijan Province was rated above the theoretical midpoint across all six dimensions. However, significant
differences were observed in their relative rankings. Cultural-Social Competence ranked first, followed by
Intrinsic—Value Competence, Organizational-Institutional Competence, and Educational-Developmental
Competence. Research—Development and Innovative—Technological Competence received the lowest rankings.
The high ranking of Cultural-Social Competence highlights the importance of professional communication,
interpersonal relationships, cultural awareness, and participation in school activities in principals’ evaluations of
teachers. This finding is consistent with Amini Bidokhti, Pardakhti, and Aliyari (2022) and Mir Kamali, Narenji
Thani, and Asadi (2019), who emphasized the role of social capital and human interactions in educational
effectiveness. Similarly, Carr (2005) highlighted the importance of professional ethics and human relationships
in education. The second-place ranking of Intrinsic—-Value Competence underscores the significance of
professional commitment, responsibility, ethical principles, and personal attributes in teachers’ professional
roles. This result is consistent with Najafi et al. (2018) and Khalagi and Hajforoush (2021), who emphasized the
value-based dimensions of professional competence. These findings suggest that teacher preparation should
address not only pedagogical knowledge and technical skills but also the ethical and social responsibilities
associated with teaching. Despite the generally favorable assessments, the relatively low rankings of Research—
Development and Innovative—Technological Competence point to areas requiring greater attention in teacher
education. Strengthening research skills, professional knowledge development, digital literacy, and the practical
application of emerging technologies could help promote more balanced professional competence among
graduates. Farhangian University and educational policymakers may therefore consider reviewing teacher
preparation curricula and expanding practical learning opportunities in these areas. Such efforts could better
align teacher education with the changing demands of contemporary schools.
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